Gospels for the Masses of this week

Mass Intentions . .
Los Evangelios de las Misas esta semana

S oom  Fro Populo September 20, 2020
Sun. Sep 20 Sunday Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
10:00 am  +Bacilio Lopez Matthew/Mateo 20:1-16a
+Maria Luisa y Ana Maria Marentes
+Ricardo Ortiz Monday Feast of Saint Matthew, Apostle and
Evangelist
1200 pm  +John Batoon Matthew/Mateo 9:9-13

+Bertha Nichols (B-day)
Tuesday Luke/Lucas 8:19-21

Wednesday Memorial of St. Padre Pio
Luke/Lucas 9:1-6

Thursday  Luke/Lucas 9:7-9
Friday Luke/Lucas 9:18-22

Saturday Saints Cosmas and Damian, Martyrs
Luke/Lucas 9:43b-45

XX SEPTEMBER XXV SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME MMXX
Saint Thomas Aquinas Roman Catholic Church
El Paso, TX

Brothers & Sisters, I am happy to share with you my Sunday reflection and the announcements for this week:

Hermanos y Hermanas, me complace compartir con ustedes mi relfexion dominical y los anuncios para esta semana:

Index/indice
L Today’s Readings XVII. Boletin dominical
II. Lecturas de hoy XVIII. Sunday Kitchen
I11. Congratulations/Felicidades XIX. Cocina Dominical
Iv. Season of Creation XX. Voting Issues
V. Temporada de Creacion XXI.  Asuntos sobre la votacion
VI. Parish Status XXII. Religious Formation
VIIL Estatus parroquial XXIII. Formacién Religiosa
VIII. Protocols XXIV. Public Assistance/Asistencia Publica
IX. Protocolos XXV. Keepin Touch
X. Sacrament of Reconciliation XXVI. Manténgase en Contacto
XI. Sacramento de Reconciliacion XXVII. Contact Information/Informacion
XII. Sunday Offerings XXVIII. Ecological Rosary
XIII. Ofrendas Dominicales XXIX. Rosario Ecoldgico

XIV. Options for Giving
XV. Opciones para las Ofrendas
XVI.  Sunday Bulletin



I. Today’s Readings: Today is the Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time and the 20" day of
the Season of Creation. During this year’s Season of Creation (1 September — 4 October) [ am
taking the opportunity to review with you the teachings of the Church on the numerous pro-life
issues that form the body of Catholic Social Teaching. This is timely information in this period
in advance of the November elections. All candidates for public office should be evaluated in
light of the ful/l body of the Church’s social doctrine, not just one issue. This is the teaching of
the U.S. bishops which you can read about in full in their pastoral letter “Faithful Citizenship”,
available at www.usccb.org.

In the current Season of Creation I have addressed the following issues in the Sunday
bulletins and in my messages on the ‘myParish’ App.: the environment on 30" August in honor
of the V World Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation; abortion on 5 September, feast of Saint
Mother Theresa of Kolkata; the economy and wages on 6 September, the Labor Day weekend;
and the death penalty last Sunday, 13 September.

Today, in light of today’s readings and tomorrow’s feast of Saint Matthew, we reflect on
honesty and justice in our tax system. In Article 2409 of the Catholic Catechism of the Catholic
Church, tax evasion is defined as something morally illicit, in other words, it is a sin. In Article
2240 of the Catechism, it states: “Submission to authority and co-responsibility for the
common good make it morally obligatory to pay taxes, to exercise the right to vote, and to
defend one’s country. So, tax dodgers, public officials who accept bribes, people who
intentionally pass false checks or cheat on their accounts, sin against God and the common good
of society.

Tomorrow, 21 September, is the Feast of Saint Matthew. Matthew is identified in the
gospel as a ‘publican’, the biblical word for ‘tax collector’. Matthew might have seemed like an
unlikely candidate to be called by Jesus to be one of the Twelve Apostles. At that time, the
Roman government employed local persons to collect taxes for the Emperor. Matthew was
considered an employee of the Roman state. Jewish persons who allowed themselves to be
employed by Rome were considered to be traitors by their fellow Jews. These tax collectors
had a reputation for being corrupt. They were known to charge an amount far in excess of the
Roman taxes; the extra money they kept for themselves. Most of them were wealthy.

Because of his job and probably greed, Matthew would have been hated and ostracized
by his fellow Jews. His only friends would have been his fellow tax collectors and the Romans
for whom he worked. Yet, when Jesus called him to be one of the Twelve, Matthew
immediately left everything behind to become a disciple. That’s a pretty quick conversion!

In the Gospel of Luke 19:1-10, we find the story of Jesus eating at the house of another
tax collector, Zacchaeus. He was the chief tax collector. People were scandalized that Jesus
would dine with such a person. But Zacchaeus also has a conversion moment. He commits to
Jesus to repay anyone he has defrauded and commits to give Aalf of his possessions to the poor!
In response, Jesus says, “Salvation has come to this house.”




On another occasion Jesus was asked if it was licit for Jews to pay taxes to the Roman
Empire. You all know his response: “Give to Caesar what is Caesar’s and give to God what is
God’s” (Mark 12:17). There is no doubt that Caesar was not a nice guy, however, it is possible
that Jesus was acknowledging that the community did benefit in some way from their payment
of taxes. Excellent roads and security could be examples.

Taxes are not easy to pay, we all see the benefits of the tax system: paved roads, schools,
police and fire protection, libraries, parks and swimming pools, are all examples. We believe
that in a just system, there should be government accountability, in other words, all should be
fairly assessed and all should know how their tax dollars are spent.

Individuals that cheat on their taxes fail to pay their fair share, even though they enjoy all
the benefits of roads and schools, etc. What is true of individuals is also true of corporations.
Last year Fortune 500 magazine reported on the biggest companies who had a federal tax rate
of 0% despite earning hundreds of billions of dollars in profit: Levi Strauss, Whirlpool,
Chevron, Delta Airlines, Netflix, General Motors, Starbucks, and Amazon, are examples.
These companies and dozens of others failed to pay federal taxes that would support the
common good by helping to pay for highways, education and environmental issues, etc. Many
believe that the 2018 tax bill made it easier for large companies and the super-rich to avoid
paying their fair share of taxes.

In a 2017 letter to Congress, the U.S. Catholic bishops outlined six areas of moral
principles that should shape national tax policy: care for the poor, the strengthening of families,
maintaining progressivity of the tax code, raising adequate revenue for the common good,
avoiding cuts to poverty programs and incentivizing charitable giving and development.

For more information, you can read the US bishops 1986 pastoral letter, “Economic
Justice for AIl”, and, “Economic Justice and Domestic Poverty”, on the U.S. bishops website,
www.usccb.org.

In the parable in today’s gospel, the vineyard owner says to the employee, “My friend, I
am not cheating you.” Let us be able to say the same thing in all the circumstances of life,
whether in school, at work or in business.



I1. Lecturas de hoy: Hoy es el vigésimo quinto domingo del Tiempo Ordinario y el vigésimo
dia del Tiempo de la Creacion. Durante la Temporada de Creacion de este afio (1 de septiembre
- 4 de octubre) aprovecho la oportunidad para repasar con Ustedes las ensefianzas de la Iglesia
sobre los numerosos temas pro-vida que forman el cuerpo de la Doctrina Social Catolica. Esta
es informacion oportuna en este periodo antes de las elecciones de noviembre. Todos los
candidatos a cargos publicos deben ser evaluados a la luz del cuerpo completo de la doctrina
social de la Iglesia, no solo de un tema. Esta es la ensefianza de los obispos de EE. UU. sobre la
que pueden leer en su totalidad en su carta pastoral "Ciudadania fiel", disponible en
www.usccb.org.

En el actual Tiempo de la Creacion he abordado los siguientes temas en los boletines
dominicales y en mis mensajes previos en la App "myParish": el medio ambiente el 30 de
agosto en honor a la V Jornada Mundial de Oracion por el Cuidado de la Creacion; aborto el 5
de septiembre, fiesta de Santa Madre Teresa de Calcuta; la economia y los salarios el 6 de
septiembre, fin de semana del Dia del Trabajo; y la pena de muerte el pasado domingo 13 de
septiembre.

Hoy, a la luz de las lecturas de hoy y de la fiesta de San Mateo de mafiana, reflexionamos
sobre la honestidad y la justicia en nuestro sistema tributario. En el Articulo 2409 del Catecismo
Catdlico de la Iglesia Catolica, la evasion fiscal se define como algo moralmente ilicito, es
decir, es un pecado. En el Articulo 2240 del Catecismo dice: “El sometimiento a la autoridad y
la corresponsabilidad del bien comun hacen moralmente obligatorio el pago de impuestos, el
ejercicio del derecho al voto y la defensa de la patria. Entonces, los evasores de impuestos, los
funcionarios publicos que aceptan sobornos, las personas que intencionalmente pasan cheques
falsos o hacen trampa en sus cuentas, pecan contra Dios y el bien comun de la sociedad.”

Mafiana 21 de septiembre es la fiesta de San Mateo. Mateo se identifica en el evangelio
como un "publicano", la palabra biblica para "recaudador de impuestos". Mateo podria haber
parecido un candidato poco probable a ser llamado por Jesus para ser uno de los Doce
Apostoles. En ese momento, el gobierno Romano empled a personas locales para recaudar
impuestos para el emperador. Mateo fue considerado un empleado del estado romano. Los
judios que se dejaban emplear por Roma eran considerados traidores por sus compaiieros
judios. Estos recaudadores de impuestos tenian fama de corruptos. Se sabia que cobraban una
cantidad muy superior a los impuestos romanos; el dinero extra que guardaban para si mismos.
La mayoria de ellos eran ricos.

Debido a su trabajo y probablemente a la codicia, Matthew habria sido odiado y
condenado al ostracismo por sus compaiieros judios. Sus tnicos amigos habrian sido sus
compafieros recaudadores de impuestos y los romanos para quienes trabajaba. Sin embargo,
cuando Jesus lo llamo a ser uno de los Doce, Mateo inmediatamente dejo todo atras para
convertirse en discipulo. jEsa es una conversion bastante rapida!

En el Evangelio de Lucas 19: 1-10, encontramos la historia de Jesus comiendo en la casa
de otro recaudador de impuestos, Zaqueo. El era el principal recaudador de impuestos. La gente
estaba escandalizada de que Jesus cenara con una persona asi. Pero Zaqueo también tiene un
momento de conversion.




iSe compromete con Jesls a pagarle a cualquiera que haya defraudado y se compromete a dar la
mitad de sus posesiones a los pobres! En respuesta, Jesus dice: "La salvacion ha llegado a esta
casa".

En otra ocasion se le pregunt6 a Jesus si era licito que los judios pagaran impuestos al
Imperio Romano. Todos conocen su respuesta: "Den al César lo que es del César y den a Dios
lo que es de Dios" (Marcos 12:17). No hay duda de que César no era una persona buena, sin
embargo, es posible que Jesus estuviera reconociendo que la comunidad se beneficié de alguna
manera con el pago de impuestos. Excelentes carreteras y seguridad podrian ser ejemplos.

Los impuestos no son faciles de pagar, pero todos vemos los beneficios del sistema
tributario: carreteras asfaltadas, escuelas, proteccion policial y contra incendios, bibliotecas,
parques y piscinas, son todos ejemplos. Creemos que en un sistema justo, debe haber
responsabilidad del gobierno, en otras palabras, todos deben ser evaluados de manera justa y
todos deben saber como se gastan sus ddlares de impuestos.

Las personas que hacen trampa con sus impuestos no pagan su parte justa, a pesar de que
disfrutan de todos los beneficios de las carreteras y las escuelas, etc. Lo que es cierto para los
individuos también es cierto para las corporaciones. El afio pasado, la revista Fortune 500
informo sobre las empresas mas grandes que tenian una tasa impositiva federal del 0% a pesar
de ganar cientos de miles de millones de dolares en ganancias: Levi Strauss, Whirlpool,
Chevron, Delta Airlines, Netflix, General Motors, Starbucks y Amazon, son ejemplos. Estas
empresas y docenas de otras no pagaron impuestos federales que respaldarian el bien comun al
ayudar a pagar carreteras, educacion y problemas ambientales, etc. Muchos creen que la ley de
impuestos de 2018 facilitdé que las grandes empresas y los superricos evite pagar su parte justa
de impuestos.

En una carta de 2017 al Congreso, los obispos catolicos de EE. UU. describieron seis
areas de principios morales que deberian dar forma a la politica tributaria nacional: atencion a
los pobres, fortalecimiento de las familias, mantenimiento de la progresividad del codigo
tributario, recaudacion de ingresos adecuados para el bien comun, evitacion recortes a los
programas de pobreza e incentivando las donaciones caritativas y el desarrollo.

Para obtener mas informacion, pueden leer la carta pastoral de los obispos de EE. UU. de
1986, "Justicia economica para todos" y "Justicia economica y pobreza doméstica", en el sitio
web de los obispos de EE. UU., www.usccb.org.

En la parabola del evangelio de hoy, el duenio del viiedo le dice al empleado: "Amigo
mio, no te estoy engafiando". Que seamos capaces de decir lo mismo en todas las circunstancias
de la vida, ya sea en la escuela, en el trabajo o en los negocios.




I11. Prayerful congratulations/Felicidades: We congratulate all of the RCIA/RCIC
candidates who received the Sacraments of Initiation last Saturday (regardless of age,
Catechumens receive Baptism, Confirmation and First Eucharist) ~~~ Felicitamos todos/as los
Candidatos de RICA que recibieron sus Sacramentos de Iniciacion el sabado pasado (no
importa la edad, las y los Catecumemos reciben los tres sacramentos):

Adult Catechumens/Catecumenos adultos:
Thomas Wayne Kenerson and Shannon Yadao;

Y oung Catechumens/Catecumenos jovenes:

Gerald Johnathan Torres, Elena Marie Torres, Godric Jaime Torres, Jaylin Hope Aguilar,
Ashely Lorraine Alarcon, Khloey Zenaida Alarcon, Melanie Eunice Alarcon, Kimberly Cuevas,
Katie Ann Enciso, Joshua Isaiah Mireles,;

Adults who received the Sacrament of Confirmation and/or First Communion/

Adultos que recibieron Confirmacion y/o Primera Comunion:

Brian Chavez, Sr., Brian Chavez, Jr., Angel Steven Martinez, Cody Jesus Brunson, Diego
Casas, Brianna Contreras, Maria Lizette Hernandez, Aaron Felipe Herrera and Angel Steven
Martinez.

Also, today, the third Sunday of September is Catechetical Sunday in the parishes of the
United States. In this annual observance we commission and bless the men and women who
serve our parish as Catechists. We also congratulate our Catechists who are being
commissioned today are:

Tambien hoy, el tercer domingo de septiembre, es el Domingo Catequetico en las
parroquias de los Estados Unidos. En esta observancia annual, comisionamos y bendicimos los
hombres y mujeres quienes sirvan nuestra parroquia como catequistas. Felicitamos estos/as
Catequistas comisionados/as en las misas de hoy:

James and Leslie Aston, Gracie Concha, Claudia and Roberto Oliva, Dolores Ramos,
Manny and Graciela Reyes, Hortencia Valdez, Zaira Flores, Maria Elena Padilla, Laura Batoon,
Joe Castro, Robert Delgadillo, Bunny Mena, Ana Quintanilla and Laura Alcala.

We give thanks to God for these Catechists who receive no salary other than our gratitude
and prayerful support!

Damos gracias a Dios por ellos/as quienes reciben ningun salario aparte de nuestra
gratitud y nuestras oraciones!



IV. Season of Creation: This summer marks the fifth anniversary of Pope Francis’s landmark
social encyclical on the “Care of our Common Home”, Laudato si. It is a lengthy encyclical, but
it is worth reading. If you don’t have time to read the full document, I have provided excerpts
which can be found in the bulletin icon on the ‘myParish’ app, and in our parish website,
www.saintthomas-elpaso.com. On our website, click “Parish Life” on the homepage; in the list
that opens click “Sunday Bulletin”; click the box “View All Collections”; there you will see the
link to “Laudato si”.

In Laudato si, Pope Francis established the World Day of Prayer of Prayer for the Care
of Creation, which was celebrated on the first day of September. In relation to the world day of
prayer on Tuesday, Pope Francis has also instituted the Season of Creation, which is to be
observed from 1 September until 4 October, the Feast of Saint Francis of Assisi. In the month-
long Season of Creation, we are invited to consider undertaking various activities either as
individuals or as families.

We want our children and grandchildren to enjoy the full benefits of the world of nature.
Like the polar ice cap, that kind of future is slowly melting away. If governments around the
world will commit to following certain environmental protocols, the effects of global warming
can be reduced. We want our government to continue being a part of that worldwide effort.

For the Season of Creation, consider some of these activities and websites:

-https://seasonofcreation.org. -https://catholicclimatecovenant.org
-https://catholicclimatemovement.global.
-https://crs.org/climate-change -https://humandevelopment.va/en.html
-https://usccb.org/topics

-plant a tree, clean the yard

-pray the Ecological Rosary (attached to today’s bulletin)

V. Temporada de la Creacion: Este verano marca el quinto aniversario de la historica
enciclica social del Papa Francisco sobre el “Cuidado de nuestra casa comun”, Laudato si. Es
una enciclica extensa, pero vale la pena leerla. Si no tiene tiempo para leer el documento
completo, le proporcioné extractos que se pueden encontrar en el icono del boletin en la
aplicacion "myParish" y en el sitio web de nuestra parroquia, www.saintthomas-elpaso.com. En
nuestro sitio web, haga clic en "Parish Life" en la pagina de inicio; en la lista que se abre, haga
clic en “Bulletin; haga clic en la casilla "View All Collections"; alli vera el enlace a

“Laudato si”’ y el document esta disponible en inglés y en espafiol.

En Laudato si, el Papa Francisco establecid la Jornada Mundial de Oracion por el
Cuidado de la Creacion, que se celebro el primer dia de septiembre. En relacion con la jornada
mundial de oracion del martes, el Papa Francisco también ha instituido el ‘Tiempo de la
Creacion’, que se celebra desde el 1 de septiembre hasta el 4 de octubre, fiesta de San Francisco
de Asis. En la Temporada de la Creacion, que dura un mes, se nos invita a considerar la
posibilidad de emprender diversas actividades, ya sea como individuos o como familias.




Queremos que nuestros hijos/as y nietos/as disfruten de todos los beneficios del mundo
de la naturaleza. Al igual que la capa de hielo polar, ese tipo de futuro se esta derritiendo
lentamente. Si los gobiernos de todo el mundo se comprometen a seguir ciertos protocolos
ambientales, los efectos del calentamiento global pueden reducirse. Queremos que nuestro
gobierno continte siendo parte de ese esfuerzo mundial.

Para la Temporada de la Creacion, considere algunas de estas actividades y sitios web:

-https://seasonofcreation.org. -https: //catholicclimatecovenant.org
-https://catholicclimatemovement.global.
-https://crs.org/climate-change -https: /humandevelopment.va/en.html
-https://usccb.org/topics

-plantar un arbol, limpiar el patio

-rezar el Rosario Ecologico (adjunto al boletin de hoy)

V1. Parish Status: We are now in Phase III in all the parishes of the diocese. In Phase III, the
bishop is permitting only 25% of capacity in each parish. For us here at Saint Thomas Aquinas
this means that 80 persons are permitted in any Mass during the week and on Sundays. For the
time being, the bishop has said that Phase III will NOT include funerals, weddings, baptisms,
quinces or house blessings.

In Phase III, the bishop's dispensation for Sunday Mass will remain in effect. This means
that people will have the option to come to a weekday Mass if it is not possible to come on
Sundays, or not come to Mass at all. The bishop emphasizes that persons over 65 and persons
with underlying health conditions, should refrain from coming to Mass at this time.

Those who wish to come to Sunday Mass will have to reserve seats. Please call or email
the office with your reservations. This i1s NOT a public list; it is for Father Ed’s use only. We
have to be sure we are limiting attendance to 80 persons per Mass. So, for example, if you are a
family of five attending Mass, all five names will need to be given. Masses will continue to be
live-streamed on Facebook Live. This is a permanent feature of our service to our parish
community.

I have made adjustments to our liturgical schedule for Sundays. Unfortunately, over these
last 6 years, the 7:00am Spanish Mass never grew in popularity; we averaged only 60-70
persons per Sunday. The 7:00am Mass is being eliminated. In the Phase III protocols, the
church must be disinfected after each Mass.




Our weekend schedule is the following:

Saturday: Vigil Mass, 5:00pm, English
Sunday Masses: 10:00am, Spanish; 12:00pm, English.

Our weekday schedule is the following:

Mass in English at 5:00pm on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday;
Mass in Spanish at 5:00pm on Wednesday;
Liturgy of the Word in English with Deacon, Friday, 8:00am.

All liturgies are open to the public and all are also transmitted via Facebook Live on the
Facebook page of ‘Saint Thomas Aquinas Parish El Paso.’

Missalettes will not be available for use in the church and there will not be a Presentation of the
Gifts procession. For the Sunday Offerings, we won’t pass the baskets; however, the baskets
will be available at the doors as you enter or exit the church for Mass. Also, for the time being,
we will not have choirs at any Mass.

When you come to Mass or our office, please follow all the Protocols listed in the next section.
We want everyone to be as safe as possible.
Welcome back!

VII. Estatus Parroquial: Ahora estamos en la Fase 111 en todas las parroquias de la diocesis.
En la Fase 111, el obispo esta permitiendo solo el 25% de la capacidad en cada parroquia. Para
nosotros aqui en Santo Tomas de Aquino, esto significa que se permiten 80 personas en
cualquier Misa durante la semana y los domingos. Por el momento, el obispo ha dicho que la
Fase III NO incluiré funerales, bodas, bautizos, quincefieras o bendiciones de la casa.

En la Fase 111, la dispensacion del obispo para la misa dominical seguira vigente. Esto
significa que las personas tendran la opcion de asistir a una misa de lunes a viernes si no es
posible asistir los domingos o no asistir a misa en absoluto. El obispo enfatiza que las personas
mayores de 65 afos y las personas con problemas de salud subyacentes deben abstenerse de
asistir a Misa en este momento.

Quienes deseen asistir a la misa dominical deberan reservar asientos. Llame o envie un
correo electronico a la oficina con sus reservaciones. Esta NO es una lista publica; es para uso
exclusivo del Padre Ed. Tenemos que asegurarnos de que estamos limitando la asistencia a 80
personas por Misa. Entonces, por ejemplo, si usted es una familia de cinco personas que asisten
a la Misa, debera dar los cinco nombres. Las misas se seguiran transmitiendo en vivo en
Facebook en Vivo. Esta es una caracteristica permanente de nuestro servicio a nuestra
comunidad parroquial.




He hecho ajustes a nuestro horario litirgico para los domingos. Desafortunadamente,
durante estos ultimos 6 afos, la misa en espanol de las 7:00 am nunca crecié en popularidad;
teniamos un promedio de s6lo 60-70 personas por domingo. Se esta eliminando la misa de las
7:00 am. En los protocolos de la Fase I11, la iglesia debe ser desinfectada después de cada Misa.

Nuestro horario de fin de semana es el siguiente:
Sabado: Misa de vigilia, 5:00 pm, inglés
Misas dominicales: 10:00 am, espafol; 12:00 pm, inglés.

Nuestro horario de lunes a viernes es el siguiente:
Misa en inglés a las 5:00 pm los lunes, martes y jueves;
Misa en espanol a las 5:00 pm el miércoles;
Liturgia de la Palabra en inglés con el didcono, viernes, 8:00 am.

Todas las liturgias estan abiertas al publico y también se transmiten a través de Facebook Live
en la pagina de Facebook de la "Parroquia de Santo Tomas de Aquino El Paso".

Missalettes no estaran disponibles para su uso en la iglesia y no habra una procesion de
Presentacion de los Dones. Para las ofrendas dominicales, no pasaremos las canastas; sin
embargo, las canastas estaran disponibles en las puertas al entrar o salir de la iglesia para la
Misa. Ademas, por el momento, no tendremos coros en ninguna Misa.

Cuando venga a misa o a nuestra oficina, siga todos los Protocolos enumerados en la siguiente
seccion. Queremos que todos estén lo més seguros posible. jBienvenidos de Regreso!

VIII. Protocols: These are the protocols for coming to Mass or visiting our office:

1) Take your temperature before leaving the house. If you have even a slight temperature or feel
ill in any way, do not come to church or office at this time;

2) When entering and leaving the church, sanitize your hands using the sanitizing stations at
each door;

3) While inside the church, observe the physical distancing markers on the pew and on the aisle
floors;

4) Keep your mask on the during Mass, except for receiving communion.

5) Even with a mask on, you must still cough or sneeze in your arm.



IX. Protocolos: Estos son los protocolos para asistir a misa o visitar nuestra oficina:

1) Tomese la temperatura antes de salir de casa. Si tiene una temperatura leve o se siente mal de
alguna manera, no vaya a la iglesia ni a la oficina en este momento;

2) Al entrar y salir de la iglesia, desinfecte sus manos usando las estaciones de desinfeccion en
cada puerta;

3) Mientras esté dentro de la iglesia, observe los marcadores de distancia fisica en el banco y en
los pisos de los pasillos;

4) Mantenga su mascara puesta durante la Misa, excepto para recibir la comunion.
5) Incluso con una mascara puesta, debe toser o estornudar en el brazo.

X. Sacrament of Reconciliation: With the beginning of Phase III on 12/13 September, the
Sacrament of Reconciliation will also resume on Saturday, 12 September, 2:00pm — 3:00pm.
However, starting out, it will be necessary to limit the number of persons to 12 people per
Saturday. We can’t have a large number of people waiting for confession. Those wishing to
come to the Sacrament of Reconciliation will have to make a reservation by calling the office
and giving their first name only. You can make a reservation for any Saturday. Like for the
Sunday Mass reservations, this list is for Father Ed only, it will not be made public.

For the Sacrament of Reconciliation, people will wait in the back pew of the church; the
Sacrament will be celebrated in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel since it is larger than the
Reconciliation Room.

It is NOT necessary to confess missing Sunday Mass during the pandemic; the bishop, by
his authority, has dispensed everyone in the diocese from Sunday Mass.

XI. Sacramento de Reconciliacion: Con el comienzo de la Fase I1I el 12/13 de septiembre, el
Sacramento de la Reconciliacion también se reanudara el sabado 12 de septiembre de 2:00pm a
3:00pm. Sin embargo, de entrada serd necesario limitar el nimero de personas a 12 personas por
sdbado. No podemos tener una gran cantidad de personas esperando confesar. Aquellos que
deseen asistir al Sacramento de la Reconciliacion deberan reservar su lugar llamando a la
oficina y dando solo su primer nombre. Puede hacer una reservacion para cualquier sabado. Al
igual que para las reservaciones de la misa dominical, esta lista es solo para el Padre Ed, no se
hara publica.

Para el Sacramento de la Reconciliacion, la gente esperara en el banco trasero de la
iglesia; el Sacramento se celebrard en la Capilla del Santisimo Sacramento ya que es mas
grande que la Sala de Reconciliacion.

NO es necesario confesar que faltdé a la misa dominical durante la pandemia; el obispo,
por su autoridad, ha dispensado a todos en la diocesis de la misa dominical.




XII. Sunday Offering: Thank you to everyone for your generosity in the Sunday Offerings.
Here is your report for last week:

-Sunday Envelopes (dropped off at church or mailed in): $5,191.00
-Building Fund Envelopes (dropped off at church or mailed): $1,154.00
-Online Giving (using ‘myParish’ app or website): $1,399.00
-Credit Card (called in to parish office): $ 230.00
Total: $7,974.00

XIII. Ofrenda Dominical: Gracias a todos por su generosidad en la Ofrenda Dominical. Aqui
esta su informe de la semana pasada:

-Sobres Dominical (entregado en la iglesia o enviado por correo): $5,191.00

-Fondo del Edificio (dejado en la iglesia o se enviado por correo): $1,154.00

-En linea (utilizando la aplicacion “myParish"o el sitio web): $1,399.00
-Tarjeta de crédito (Ilamando a la oficina parroquial): $ 230.00
Total: $7,974.00

XIV. Options for Giving:

-Sunday Envelopes: given at Mass, mailed or dropped off at our parish office
-Online: using the ‘myParish’ app

-Online: using our parish website, www.saintthomas-elpaso.com

-Text: text the word “Giving” to number 915-320-5510

-Phone: call or visit the parish office using credit or debit card



XV. Opciones para las Ofrendas:

-Sobre Dominical: Entregado en Misa o en nuestra oficina parroquial, o por correo
-Online: usando la aplicacion "myParish"

-En linea: usando nuestro sitio web parroquial, www.saintthomas-elpaso.com

-Texto: envie por texto la palabra "Giving" al nimero 915-320-5510
-Teléfono: llame/visite a la oficina parroquial con tarjeta de crédito o débito

XVI. Sunday Bulletin: Over the last six months we have had to learn to be very reliant on
social media for the celebration of liturgy and communicating parish news. Communication of
parish news has been greatly enhanced by our use of the “myParish” app, which is,
simultaneously, a parish and diocesan App.

Among the benefits of the App is the ability to access our Sunday bulletin, my homilies,
Mass schedules, and my daily announcements. The Sunday bulletin and my homilies are also
available on our parish website: www.saintthomas-elpaso.com.

Because of the pandemic, we are not permitted to hand out paper bulletins after Mass at
this time. With this technology, it is going to be a permanent necessity for the majority of
parishioners to access our Sunday bulletin either on the ‘myParish’ App or the parish website.
We will make paper copies of the bulletin available on/y for those who do not have mobile
phones or computers.

Anyone needing a paper copy of the bulletin can call the parish office to request one.

XVII. Boletin dominical: Durante los ultimos seis meses hemos tenido que aprender a
depender mucho de las redes sociales para la celebracion de la liturgia y la comunicacion de
noticias parroquiales. La comunicacion de las noticias parroquiales se ha mejorado
enormemente con el uso de la aplicacion "myParish", que es, al mismo tiempo, una aplicacion
parroquial y diocesana.

Entre los beneficios de la aplicacion esta la posibilidad de acceder a nuestro boletin
dominical, mis homilias, horarios de misas y mis anuncios diarios. El boletin dominical y mis
homilias también estan disponibles en el sitio web de nuestra parroquia: www.saintthomas-
elpaso.com.

Debido a la pandemia, no se nos permite distribuir boletines en papel después de la Misa
en este momento. Con esta tecnologia, sera una necesidad permanente para la mayoria de los
feligreses acceder a nuestro boletin dominical, ya sea en la aplicacion "myParish" o en el sitio
web de la parroquia. Haremos copias impresas del boletin disponibles solo para aquellos que no
tienen teléfonos moviles o computadoras.

Cualquiera que necesite una copia impresa del boletin puede llamar a la oficina
parroquial para solicitar una.




XVIII. Sunday Kitchen: We will have Menudo for sale after the 10:00am and noon Masses in
a 200z to-go cup for $7, includes condiments and bread. Drive-up service at the back door of
the parish hall.

XIX. Cocina Dominical: Tendremos menudo a la venta después de las Misas de las 10:00 am y
del mediodia en una taza para llevar de 20 oz por $ 7, incluye condimentos y pan. Servicio de
drive-up en la puerta trasera del salon parroquial.

XX. Voting Issues: It is a tenet of Catholic Social Teaching that citizens everywhere in the
world should participate in the civic life of their country, which includes voting. In Catholic
Social Teaching we are taught that a person votes according to an informed conscience. In
other words, every election requires some homework. What’s the homework?

First, it is important to be familiar with all the tenets of Catholic Social Teaching.
Throughout the current Season of Creation, 1 September to 4 October 2020, I am providing you
with summaries of Catholic Social Teaching. What we commonly refer to as ‘pro-life’ issues,
actually includes over a dozen separate issues, not just one. Reviewing the Church’s doctrine in
light of the gospel is what ‘informs’ the conscience.

Second, is important to know the candidates positions on all issues. No candidate is ever
going to represent Catholic Social Teaching 100% of the time. The best a voter can do is to
determine where most of the tenets of Catholic Social Teaching can be found.

Third, there are private Catholic groups sponsoring organizations and websites that favor
particular candidates. In literature mailed to people’s home or posted on social media, people
are told that it is a sin to vote for one candidate or the other. Please remember, and tell others,
this information comes from private Catholic groups, not the United States Catholic Conference
of Bishops. The organizations that are telling voters that it is a sin to vote for a particular
candidate are actually saying something that is contrary to Catholic Social Teaching.

Please know that it is contrary to Catholic Social Teaching for a parish, priest or bishop
to tell anyone how to vote or to endorse a candidate. Any Catholic organization that says it is a
sin to vote for a particular candidate are acting against official Church teaching. Any such fliers
you receive in the mail should be thrown away.

For a full reading about these issues, go to www.usccb.org, and read “Faithful
Citizenship”. This document provides the official teaching of the Church on these issues.

Fourth, if you wish to vote by mail, or you wish to know where you vote, please go to
WwWww.epcountyvotes.com.




XXI. Asuntos sobre la votacion: Es un principio de la Doctrina Social Catolica que los
ciudadanos de todo el mundo deben participar en la vida civica de su pais, lo que incluye el
voto. En la Doctrina Social Catolica se nos ensefia que una persona vota de acuerdo con una
conciencia informada. En otras palabras, cada eleccion requiere algo de tarea. ;Cual es la tarea?

Primero, es importante estar familiarizado con todos los principios de la Doctrina Social
Catolica. A lo largo de la actual Temporada de la Creacion, del 1 de septiembre al 4 de octubre
de 2020, les proporciono resumenes de la Doctrina Social Catolica. Lo que cominmente
llamamos temas "pro-vida", en realidad incluye mas de una docena de temas separados, no solo
uno. Revisar la doctrina de la Iglesia a la luz del Evangelio es lo que "informa" la conciencia.

En segundo lugar, es importante conocer las posiciones de los candidatos en todos los
temas. Ningun candidato va a representar jamas a la Doctrina Social Catolica el 100% del
tiempo. Lo mejor que puede hacer un votante es determinar donde se pueden encontrar la
mayoria de los principios de la Doctrina Social Catolica.

En tercer lugar, existen grupos catodlicos privados que patrocinan organizaciones y sitios
web que favorecen a determinados candidatos. En la literatura enviada por correo a la casa de la
gente o publicada en las redes sociales, se le dice a la gente que es un pecado votar por uno u
otro candidato. Por favor recuerde, y digales a los demas, que esta informacion proviene de
grupos catolicos privados, no de la Conferencia de Obispos Catolicos de los Estados Unidos.
Las organizaciones que les dicen a los votantes que es un pecado votar por un candidato en
particular en realidad estan diciendo algo que es contrario a la Doctrina Social Catolica.

Tenga en cuenta que es contrario a la Ensefianza Social Catdlica que una parroquia,
sacerdote u obispo le diga a alguien como votar o respaldar a un candidato. Cualquier
organizacion catolica que diga que es un pecado votar por un candidato en particular esta
actuando en contra de la ensefianza oficial de la Iglesia. Cualquier volante que reciba por correo
debe desecharse.

Para obtener una lectura completa sobre estos temas, visite www.usccb.org y lea
“Ciudadania fiel”. Este documento proporciona la ensefianza oficial de la Iglesia sobre estos
temas.

Cuarto, si desea votar por correo o si desea saber donde votar, visite
Www.epcountyvotes.com.

XXII. Religious Formation: Registration for all levels of Religious formation is taking place
now. For information, please contact Mrs. Erika Castro, our Coordinator for the Religious
Formation Program, at 592-1313 xt104, or by email, sta.ccd@icloud.com.

XXIIL Formacion Religiosa: Se esta llevando a cabo la registracion para todos los niveles de
formacion religiosa. Para informacion favor de contactar a la Sra. Erika Castro, nuestra
coordinadora del programa de Formacion Religiosa, al 592-1313 ext104, o por correo
electronico a sta.ccd@icloud.com.




XXIV. Public Assistance Possibilities due to COVID/Posibilidades de Asistencia Publica
debido a COVID:

www.EPRENTHELP.ORG

www.projectbrao.org/covid19resources

XXYV. Keep in Touch: Now more than ever, it is important for us to keep in touch by means of
social media. Father Ed asks that all of you who are already using the ‘myParish’ app, to please
check with all your fellow parishioners to see if they have it. Explain that there are two ways to
obtain the ‘myParish’ app:

First, it can be downloaded for free from the App Stores on mobile devices;

Second, text the word “APP” to number 88202. A link will be sent that allows for the app to be
downloaded to the mobile device. Once the app is opened for the first time, the name of our
parish (or the address) needs to be entered in the search box, “Saint Thomas Aquinas Parish El
Paso” or “10970 Bywood Drive El Paso”. Click the parish as the “Favorite Parish”.

There are twenty icons on the ‘myParish’ app that lead to various sources of information,
including the Sunday Bulletin, daily scripture readings, and for the Sunday Offering.

Also, for people who don’t have one, encourage them to establish a personal Facebook page.
Once that is done, they enter the name of our parish, Saint Thomas Aquinas Parish El Paso, in
the search box. When our parish page appears, showing our illuminated stained glass tower,
“Like” our page in order to share in the celebration of the weekday and Sunday Masses via
Facebook Live.

XXVI. Manténgase en Contacto: Ahora mas que nunca, es importante para nosotros
mantenernos en contacto a través de las redes sociales. El Padre Ed les pide a todos ustedes que
ya estan usando la aplicacion "myParish", que verifiquen con todos sus compaieros feligreses
para ver si la tienen. Explique que hay dos formas de obtener la aplicacion "myParish":

Primero, se puede descargar de forma gratuita desde las tiendas de aplicaciones en dispositivos
moviles;

Segundo, envie un mensaje de texto con la palabra "APP" al nimero 88202. Se enviard un
enlace que permite que la aplicacion se descargue al dispositivo mévil. Una vez que se abre la
aplicacion por primera vez, se debe ingresar el nombre de nuestra parroquia (o la direccion) en
el cuadro de busqueda, "Saint Thomas Aquinas Parish El Paso" o "10970 Bywood Drive El
Paso". Haga clic en la parroquia como "Favorite Parish".



Hay veinte iconos en la aplicacion "myParish" que conducen a varias fuentes de informacion,
incluido el Boletin del domingo, lecturas diarias de las Escrituras y para la Ofrenda dominical.

Ademas, para las personas que no tienen uno, animelos a establecer una pagina personal
de Facebook. Una vez hecho esto, ingresan el nombre de nuestra parroquia, ‘Saint Thomas
Aquinas Parish El Paso’, en el cuadro de busqueda. Cuando aparece la pagina de nuestra
parroquia, que muestra nuestra torre de vidrieras iluminada, haga clic en "Me gusta" en nuestra
pagina para compartir la celebracion de las misas de los dias laborables y domingos a través de
Facebook Live.

XXVII. Contact Information/Informacion de Contacto:

Parish phone/Teléfono: 915-592-1313, x101

Email/Correo Electronico: saintthomasa@sbcglobal.net

Website/Sitio web: www.saintthomas-elpaso.com

Facebook: @SaintThomasAquinasParishElPaso



XXVIII. Rosary for the anniversary of Laudato si & the Season of Creation

JOYFUL MYSTERIES
by Fray Eduardo Agosta O. Cam.

FIRST MYSTERY: THE ANNUNCIATION

In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in
Galilee, to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. The
virgin’s name was Mary. The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly
favored! The Lord is with you... You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call

him Jesus.... “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.”
(Lk 1: 26-28,31,38).

“May your word to me be fulfilled.”

It is the free response of the creature to the gift of the Creator; It expresses availability and
openness for the "miracle" to happen through the power, the strength, of the Spirit of God.
Creation, the work of the Creator's love, has its natural laws that he himself respects: God does
not violate the natural harmony present in his work of love. Only the free will of the human
creature, which becomes available to the will of God, makes possible the change in the history
of things. Today, the motions of the Spirit of God awaken in us the awareness of having to give
a generous "Yes", and sometimes with sacrifice, in order to preserve and care for the harmony
of creation.

As Pope Francis says:

“we know that things can change. The Creator does not abandon us; he never forsakes his
loving plan or repents of having created us. Humanity still has the ability to work together in
building our common home.” (LS 13). “men and women are still capable of intervening
positively. For all our limitations, gestures of generosity, solidarity and care cannot but well up
within us, since we were made for love.” (LS 58).

Let us, then, be announcers that "a new heaven and a new earth" (Ap 21,1) are possible; bearers
of hope, moved by the Spirit; witnesses of change. We have the great example of Mary.

SECOND MYSTERY: THE VISITATION
"At that time Mary got ready and hurried to a town in the hill country of Judea, where she

entered Zechariah’s home and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary'’s greeting... she
was filled with the Holy Spirit " (Lk 1, 39-41).

“She got ready and hurried”.



Mary, who lives the experience of the living God in her own being, shows us the essential value
of relationships and communication in the dynamism of creation. Natural life on earth is only
possible through the establishment of harmonious relationships and healthy (ecological)
communications between each living being and the environment, and between living beings.
The Life that drives the dynamism of creation is also transmitted as a spiritual force with the
word that 1s communicated: "He heard the greeting and was filled with the Spirit of God",
which is the strength of our strength (see LS 40,28-31).

Pope Francis reminds us that God has stamped the dynamism of the Holy Trinity in all creation,
and insists that “everything is connected” (LS 116, 91, 117, 138, 240). ... “This leads us not
only to marvel at the manifold connections existing among creatures, but also to discover a key
to our own fulfilment. The human person grows more, matures more and is sanctified more to
the extent that he or she enters into relationships, going out from themselves to live in
communion with God, with others and with all creatures... Everything is interconnected, and
this invites us to develop a spirituality of that global solidarity which flows from the mystery of
the Trinity” (LS 240).

Let us be like Mary: ready to communicate the strength of God and transform creation.

THIRD MYSTERY: THE NATIVITY

Joseph and Mary went up from Nazareth to Bethlehem. "While they were there, the time came
for the baby to be born, and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths
and placed him in a manger". (Lk 2, 6-7)

The beginning of the Gospel of John gives us a key (Jn 1,1.3.9-11.14):

In the beginning was the Word... and the Word was God... Through Him all things were made...
In Him was life ... The true light that gives light to everyone coming into the world.... He was in
the world ... but the world did not recognize Him. Today, we can still accept the Word that is
true light that illuminates our consciences and makes us realize the need for a radical change, an
ecological conversion towards the respect of creatures, the care of the common home and the
most vulnerable and disadvantaged beings of this earth, or, we can look the other way and
ignore the reality of things, denying the light of truth (the Word came to his house, and his
people did not receive it). The first option will be our Birth. The second, our death, which is our
option, but condemns.

Pope Francis reminds us: “God, who calls us to generous commitment and to give him our all,
offers us the light and the strength needed to continue on our way. In the heart of this world, the
Lord of life, who loves us so much, is always present. He does not abandon us, he does not
leave us alone, for he has united himself definitively to our earth, and his love constantly impels
us to find new ways forward. Praise be to him!” (LS 245).

Let the Word get into our history, be born in our consciences, because we know that, despite
everything, the darkness does not overcome the light of the Word (Jn 1,5).



FOURTH MYSTERY: THE PRESENTATION

"When the time came for the purification rites required by the Law of Moses, Joseph and Mary
took him to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord, as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every
firstborn male is to be consecrated to the Lord " (Lc 2, 22-23).

“As it 1s written in the Law of the Lord.”

In antiquity sin had to do with the rupture: rupture of the relationship between the human being
and God, between the creature and its Creator. That rupture has cosmic consequences: the
harmony of things is lost. That is the original sin, which Genesis narrates with the metaphor of
the loss of paradise: God put the human being in the garden to take care of it and to fill it (Gen
2,15), but the human being disobeyed. That is why for us Christian believers, recovering that
link is understood as a New Covenant or covenant, made by Jesus Christ. Before Jesus, a way to
cleanse one's sins was through purification, through one established rites. Purification therefore
cleansed sins, that is, restored you as a "creature to his Creator." Consecrate, therefore, ritually
gives back to Him to whom you belong. Purify and consecrate go hand in hand. The
consecration has to do with living harmony in creation and with God. The life of Jesus is a clear
example of consecration and purification.

Pope Francis reminds us:

“Jesus lived in full harmony with creation, and others were amazed: “What sort of man is this,
that even the winds and the sea obey him?”” (Mt 8:27). His appearance was not that of an ascetic
set apart from the world, nor of an enemy to the pleasant things of life. Of himself he said: “The
Son of Man came eating and drinking and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard!”” (Mt
11:19) ... It 1s striking that most of his life was dedicated to this task in a simple life which
awakened no admiration at all: “Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary?” (Mk 6:3)” (LS 98).

We do not need to do great things to consecrate our lives in the salvation of the earth. We need
to be like Jesus, to assume his spirituality: living with simplicity, working, enjoying with
moderation the goods of the earth and, above all, always recognizing that "less 1s more" with
conviction (LS 212), seeking to restore the just relationships between human beings, the earth
and the Creator. This is the ecological conversion that can heal (and save) creation.



FIFTH MYSTERY: THE FINDING OF JESUS IN THE TEMPLE
"The boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but his parents were unaware of it.. After three days
they found him

inthetemplecourts,sittingamongtheteachers, listeningtothemandaskingthemquestions." (Lk2,43-
46).

“... Among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions.”

Jesus 1s shown to us as he is: true man (and true God) who needs to learn, to grow, mature, and
bear much fruit. You learn by listening and asking others. Again a relationship: learning is a
relationship of exchange of knowledge, skills, techniques, culture, art, faith, and so on. It
requires simplicity, recognition of who we are with humility (with our feet on the ground),
without believing ourselves wise but not thinking that we are worthless. Jesus shows us the
meaning of that "humility is walking in truth", as Saint Teresa of Jesus would say.

Pope Francis also shows us that we need to learn from others to make things better. The best
example is the first chapter of the letter Laudato Si': the Pope uses the sciences to understand
the damage we are inflicting on Sister and Mother Earth. We do not know everything, and the
tools of science can be useful to get a good diagnosis and be able to act with certainty in the
best decisions. Denying the scientific data that reveals the state of things, such as, for example,
Climate Change, is closing the possibility of growing, maturing and giving good fruit in time.

The Pope also shows us that science has to allow itself to be taught and learned from other
wisdoms that contribute meaning and direction to mere scientific knowledge, if it wants to serve
man integrally: “The fragmentation of knowledge proves helpful for concrete applications, and
yet it often leads to a loss of appreciation for the whole, for the relationships between things,
and for the broader horizon, which then becomes irrelevant. This very fact makes it hard to find
adequate ways of solving the more complex problems of today’s world, particularly those
regarding the environment and the poor; these problems cannot be dealt with from a single
perspective or from a single set of interests. A science which would offer solutions to the great
issues would necessarily have to take into account the data generated by other fields of
knowledge, including philosophy and social ethics...

In the concrete situation confronting us, there are a number of symptoms which point to what is
wrong, such as environmental degradation, anxiety, a loss of the purpose of life and of
community living” (LS 110).

Let us be, then, like Jesus: capable of listening to learn; to ask to grow; and growing, let us
mature to give good fruits in his time (and in time, not to be late).



SORROWFUL MYSTERIES
by Sr. Teresa de la Cruz, O.S.C.

FIRST MYSTERY: THE AGONY IN THE GARDEN
“ The violence present in our hearts, wounded by sin, is also reflected in the symptoms of
sickness evident in the soil, in the water, in the air and in all forms of life. This is why the earth

herself, burdened and laid waste, is among the most abandoned and maltreated of our poor;
she “groans intravail”(Rom 8:22)” (LS2).

Jesus carries all our sins, our wounds he suffers because of us, loving us even to the point of
sweating blood in Gethsemane: he embraces our sorrow, he saves us and gives His life for
letting us live plenty. Mary, Mother of the Church, Help of Christians, stood by her Son in
silence. Accepting her offering helps us to live in this world reconciled with God and being
brothers and sisters of everyone.

SECOND MYSTERY: THE SCOURGING AT THE PILLAR

“ ..Olvidamos que nosotros mismos somos tierra (cf. Gn 2,7). Nuestro propio cuerpo esta
constituido por los elementos del planeta, su aire es el que nos da el aliento y su agua nos
vivifica y restaura... Dios no solo le encomendo el mundo al ser humano, sino que su propia
vida es un don que debe ser protegido de diversas formas dedegradacion.” (LS2.5)

Before the battered body of Jesus, the innocent Messiah, who gives himself up for our love, we
want to meditate how much he has cost him, what price he has wanted to pay in his flesh, and
what value we will not have for him ... Let's consider that every creature is precious , all life a
gift, that can not be mistreated. Let us ask Mary, Mother and Queen of all creation, who took
him into her virginal womb, to help us to be defenders of life, of human dignity, of respect for
every creature, because it is a reflection of the Creator.

THIRD MYSTERY: THE CROWNING WITH THORNS
“..the natural environment has been gravely damaged by our irresponsible behaviour. The
social environment has also suffered damage. Both are ultimately due to the same evil: the

notion that there are no indisputable truths to guide our lives ,and hence human freedom is
limitless.” (LS6)

Contemplating Jesus crowned with thorns, letting his head be shackled, full of humiliation and
ignominy, we recognize ourselves in so many moments when we have misused our freedom,
damaging with our attitudes the creation, the relationships, the environment. He has allowed
himself to be humiliated like this, even though he is truly a King, so that by looking at him, we
do not forget that we have a Father, that we are his Creatures, not self-referential, but dependent
on this love that has created us for our good. With the help of Mary, help from Christians, we
want to learn every day from His Hand, to better use our freedom to build a more human,
ecological world, where we can live in peace, helping to do it together, our common home
where we can truly sing like her: "My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord ..."



FORTH MYSTERY: THE CARRYING OF THE CROSS

“The urgent challenge to protect our common home includes a concern to bring the whole
human family together to seek a sustainable and integral development, for we know that things
can change. The Creator does not abandon us; he never forsakes his loving plan or repents of

having created us. Humanity still has the ability to work together in building our common
home.” (LS 13)

Jesus before his death, carries his own cross and ours. He carries everything that we have
neglected, left on the road, and with infinite love, faces Calvary, where he knows that his work
will come to an end. In this way, he will also let himself be helped by the Cyrenean, in him, his
Mother will be, who accompanies him with his gaze and with a firm step, suffering with him,
but faithful and firm.

Jesus does not abandon us, he carries out his work. And it invites us to walk together, to be able
to prolong it in our today, to be able to continue building a civilization where love reigns before
hatred, forgiveness before offense, peace and solidarity in the face of destruction and
selfishness. Mary, Mother and Queen of Creation, sister to us to be able to carry out with her
and like her, this common project of love that her Son began and carried out without losing
heart.

FIFTH MYSTERY: THE CRUCIFIXION

“ These situations have caused sister earth, along with all the abandoned of our world, to cry
out, pleading that we take another course. Never have we so hurt and mistreated our common
home as we have in the last two hundred years. Yet we are called to be instruments of God our
Father, so that our planet might be what he desired when he created it and correspond with his
plan for peace, beauty and fullness” . (LS 53)

How wonderful is the certainty that each human life is not adrift in the midst of hopeless chaos,
in a world ruled by pure chance or endlessly recurring cycles!... We were conceived in the heart
of God, and for this reason « each of us is the result of a thought of God. Each of us is willed,
each of us is loved, each of us is necessary »”. (LS 65)

The death of Christ on the Cross, supreme act of love for us, to save us, makes sense. In Him
and through Him, all of creation is reborn to new life, and we together with Him. Let us ask
Mary, the help of Christians, who stood firm at the foot of the cross, who was faithful to her
Son always, to help us to understand so much love and to correspond with our life, at the
service of our brothers, and of our mother earth, for love of Him.



GLORIOUS MYSTERIES
by Fr. Lluc Torcal O. Cist.

FIRST MYSTERY: THE RESURRECTION
"A s they entered the tomb, they saw a young man dressed in a white robe sitting on the right
side, and they were alarmed. “Don’t be alarmed,” he said. “You are looking for Jesus the

Nazarene, who was crucified. He has risen! He is not here. See the place where they laid him"
". (Mk 16, 5-6)

At first God created light separated her from darkness. But darkness was gaining ground until
that day, when the Lord's hour came, when, the darkness spread throughout the region until
mid-afternoon. God had allowed them the last victory. The darkness blinded with its own
darkness, did not realize that they swallowed that which is the true light, the one that enlightens
all who come into the world, and thus, deceived, they were themselves darkened and
swallowed. The darkness has already vanished and, without knowing when or how, Christ,
returning from the dead, has appeared glorious to men, like the sun in a serene day. We have
been given the gift of the new light, of a light better than that which God had created at the
beginning and which was really good: the light that makes the holidays in heaven, the light that
1s God himself, the light of Christ!

SECOND MYSTERY: THE ASCENSION
"J esus said to his apostles: "Teach all that I have commanded you. Baptize them in the name of
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit..." Then...He went up into Heaven when

finally a cloud came and took Him from our sight and we saw Him no more ". (Mt 28, 18-19;
Lk 24, 50-51)

Sometimes we are in heaven, in the big, white clouds that cover and hide the earth, the sea, and
everything that surrounds it. Those clouds that, in spite of hiding, let pass without hindering,
without resisting, subtly, moving and using the space that has is offered to those who go
through it. This is our sky, the blue with its white clouds. This was also the heaven that the
apostles and the first disciples of the Lord looked upon when they heard that angelic voice that
guided them to look towards the earth: men of Galilee, why are you looking at the sky? (cf. LS
64)



THIRD MYSTERY: THE DESCENT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
"W hen the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place... They saw what seemed

to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. All of them were filled
with the Holy Spirit". (Acts 2, 1.3-4)

Pentecost 1s the day of the feast of the fruits. Pentecost is the feast of plenty. It ends along with
the Easter time that crowns it: we celebrate the gift of the Holy Spirit, of the promised Spirit
that fills us and brings to the plenty of the Lord. He who was full, because He is God, gives us
the gift of His plenitude, of His life, of His love. And this gift of plenitude is the Holy Spirit,
Lord and giver of life. From the plenitude of the Lord we also receive the gift of being in
plenitude and the gift of living fully. As the book of Acts tells us: "All were filled with the
Spirit." Gift of being and gift of life. (cf. LS 80)

FOURTH MYSTERY: THE ASSUMPTION

"t he most pure body of the Virgin Mary, preserved and exempt from all the corruption of the
tomb and raised up to such glory in heaven " (Defining the Dogma, Pope Pius XII)

Mary, the woman who brought the one who “united himself to this earth when he was formed in
the womb of Mary” (cf. LS 238), now she carries the same earth to the mystery of God. “In her
glorified body, together with the Risen Christ, part of creation has reached the fullness of its
beauty” (LS 241). She treasures the entire life of Jesus in her heart: “now cares with maternal
affection and pain for this woundedworld. Now she grieves for the sufferings of the crucified
poor and for the creatures of this world laid waste by human power.” (LS 241)

FIFTH MYSTERY: THE CORONATION
"A great sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, with the moon under her feet
and a crown of twelve stars on her head" . (Ap 12, 1)

Mary “lives with Jesus, and all creatures sing of her fairness. She is the woman «clothed with
the sun, with the moon under her feet and a crown of twelve stars on her head» (Ap 12,1).
Carried up into heaven, she is Mother and Queen of all creation” (LS 241) The sun, the moon
and the stars appear together with Mary as signs of new creation in which Mary participated
fully. We are not part of the new creation, but we are part of the first one, so we can not forget
to take care of it: “our very bodies are made up of her elements, we breathe her air and we
receive life and refreshment from her waters” (LS 2).



LUMINOUS MYSTERIES
by Fr. Lluc Torcal O. Cist

FIRST MYSTERY: THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD
" At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan.
Just as Jesus was coming up out of the water, he saw heaven being torn open and the Spirit

descending on him like a dove. And a voice came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom [
love"". (Mc 1, 9-11)

Without water there is no life: the beauty of our planet would not be so awesome without this
wonderful gift; without water there is no regeneration: man could not shine with the beauty of
Christ, if through the water of baptism, he was not introduced into the very heart of the
Trinitarian life. Few will be the efforts we will make to keep the water alive; so he can reach
everyone; so that he can continue watering our fields and our forests, so that pure rivers flow
down! And, without living water, there can not be the living water of the Spirit in our hearts.

SECOND MYSTERY: THE WEDDING OF CANA

"Wine was gone, Jesus’ mother said to him, “They have no more wine". Jesus replied: "Woman,
why do you involve me? My hour has not yet come". His mother said to the servants, “Do
whatever He tells you". What Jesus did here in Cana of Galilee was the first of the signs
through which he revealed his glory, and his disciples believed in Him". (Jn 2, 3-5.11)

The water that is transformed into wine is a symbol of the joint work of God and man. Wine 1s
the distillate of water, earth, grapes ... of the natural products that God gives us and of the
ingenuity of man, also the gift of God, which recreates the created and puts it at the service of
men when it does He tells us. Intelligence and willingness to work in the world and for the
world, intelligence and will to do God's will. And so that wine is not lacking, God asks us to
take care of the common house.

THIRD MYSTERY: THE PROCLAMATION OF THE KINGDOM
"A fter John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God.

“The time has come,” he said. “The kingdom of God has come near. Repent and believe the
good news!™ . (Mc 1,14-15)

God’s kingdom is kingdom of justice and truth. In God’s kingdom “He shows us just how
inseparable the bond is between concern for nature, justice for the poor, commitment to society,
and interior peace” (LS 10). The time has come to reestablish the original relations between
man and God, man and woman, man and nature, which sin destroyed leaving on earth injustice
and greed, that the planet and its inhabitants have exploited since then. The call for a deep
ecological conversion is an integral part of God’s kingdom (cf. LS 217).



FORTH MYSTERY: THETRANSFIGURATION
" As he was praying, the appearance of his face changed, and his clothes became as bright as a

flash of lightning... A voice came from the cloud, saying, “This is my Son, whom I have chosen,
listen to Him™" . (Lk 9, 29.35)

The Gospel of life and light and immortality shone among all of us as material light, of this
world, in the form of an explosion that shone like the face of the Lord and that occurs at the
beginning of the Lord's ascent to Jerusalem, where He goes to die on the cross. The white,
crystalline light invites to not forget that on our path to conversion, we must be only guided by
this light of resurrection, because this is a light of truth and life, we can be transfigured and
change our face by Christ (cf. LS 217)

FIFTH MYSTERY: THE INSTITUTION OF THE EUCHARIST

"While they were eating, Jesus took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave
it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat, this is my body". Then he took a cup, and when he had
given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you. This is my blood"". (Mt 26,
26-27)

Christ is present in bread and wine. Unnecessary products for human wellbeing were not
chosen, but those that constitute its basics. As we have the Communion of this Body and this
Blood, how can we allow our brothers to miss these essential products of human nutrition? Why
are the most basic cereals for living at such high prices that they make them privative for most
of the inhabitants of this planet? God’s charity encourages us to work for justice and peace in
earth, specially for our brother and sisters in need. Everyone has the right for the bread that
renews their strength.



XXIX. Rosario Ecologico para el aniversario de Laudato si 'y
la Temporada de Creacion

PRIMER MISTERIO: LA ANUNCIACION

En el sexto mes del embarazo de Isabel, Dios envidal angel Gabriel a Nazaret, una ciudad de
Galilea, a una virgen que habia prometido casarse con un hombre llamado Jose, descendiente de
David. El nombre de la virgen era Maria. El angel se acerco a ella y le dijo: “;Saludos, muy
favorecida! El Sefior estacontigo ... Concebiras y daras a luz un hijo, y lo llamaras Jesus ... "Soy
la sierva del Senor", respondio Maria. "Que se cumpla tu palabra". (Lc 1: 26-28,31,38).

"Que se cumpla tu palabra".

Es la respuesta libre de la criatura al don del Creador; Expresa disponibilidad y apertura para
que el "milagro" suceda a traves del poder, la fuerza del Espiritu de Dios. La creacion, obra del
amor del Creador, tiene sus leyes naturales que el mismo respeta: Dios no viola la armonia
natural presente en su obra de amor. Solo el libre albedrio de la criatura humana, que se pone a
disposicion de la voluntad de Dios, hace posible el cambio en la historia de las cosas. Hoy, los
movimientos del Espiritu de Dios despiertan en nosotros la conciencia de tener que dar un "Si"
generoso, ya veces con sacrificio, para preservar y cuidar la armonia de la creacion.

Como dice el Papa Francisco:

“Sabemos que las cosas pueden cambiar. El Creador no nos abandona; nunca abandona su plan
de amor ni se arrepiente de habernos creado. La humanidad todavia tiene la capacidad de
trabajar unida en la construccion de nuestra casa comun". (Laudato si, LS 13). “Los hombres y
las mujeres todavia son capaces de intervenir positivamente. A pesar de todas nuestras
limitaciones, los gestos de generosidad, solidaridad y cuidado no pueden dejar de brotar dentro
de nosotros, ya que fuimos hechos para el amor”. (LS 58).

Seamos, pues, anunciadores de que "un cielo nuevo y una tierra nueva" (Ap 21,1) son posibles;
portadores de esperanza, movidos por el Espiritu; testigos del cambio. Tenemos el gran ejemplo
de Maria.

SEGUNDO MISTERIO: LA VISITACION

"En ese momento Maria se preparo y se apresuro a ir a un pueblo en la region montanosa de
Judea, donde entrden la casa de Zacarias y saludo a Isabel. Cuando Isabel escucho el saludo de
Maria ... se lleno del Espiritu Santo" (Lc 1, 39-41).

“Se preparo y se apresurd’.



Maria, que vive la experiencia del Dios vivo en su propio ser, nos muestra el valor esencial de
las relaciones y la comunicacion en el dinamismo de la creacion. La vida natural en la tierra
solo es posible mediante el establecimiento de relaciones armoniosas y comunicaciones
saludables (ecologicas) entre cada ser vivo y el medio ambiente, y entre los seres vivos. La Vida
que impulsa el dinamismo de la creacion tambien se transmite como fuerza espiritual con la
palabra que se comunica: "Oyo el saludo y se lleno del Espiritu de Dios", que es la fuerza de
nuestra fuerza (cf. LS 40,28 -31).

El Papa Francisco nos recuerda que Dios ha marcado el dinamismo de la Santisima Trinidad en
toda la creacion, e insiste en que “todo esta conectado” (LS 116, 91, 117, 138, 240). ... “Esto
nos lleva no solo a maravillarnos de las multiples conexiones que existen entre las criaturas,
sino tambien a descubrir una clave para nuestra propia realizacion. La persona humana crece
mas, madura mas y se santifica mas en la medida en que entra en relaciones, saliendo de si
mismo para vivir en comunion con Dios, con los demas y con todas las criaturas ... Todo esta
interconectado, y esto invita que desarrollemos una espiritualidad de esa solidaridad global que
brota del misterio de la Trinidad (LS 240).

Seamos como Maria: dispuestos a comunicar la fuerza de Dios y transformar la creacion.

TERCER MISTERIO: LA NATIVIDAD

Jos€y Maria subieron de Nazaret a Belen. “Mientras estaban alli, llego el momento de que
naciera el bebe y ella dio a luz a su primogenito, un hijo. Lo envolvio en panales y lo acosto en
un pesebre”. (Lc 2, 6-7)

El comienzo del Evangelio de Juan nos da una clave (Jn 1,1.3.9-11.14):

En el principio era el Verbo ... y el Verbo era Dios ... Por medio de El todas las cosas fueron
hechas ... En El estaba la vida ... La luz verdadera que ilumina a todos los que vienen al mundo
... El estaba en el mundo ... pero el mundo no lo reconocio.

Hoy todavia podemos aceptar la Palabra que es verdadera luz que ilumina nuestras conciencias
y nos hace darnos cuenta de la necesidad de un cambio radical, una conversion ecologica hacia
el respeto de las criaturas, el cuidado de la casa comun y los seres mas vulnerables y
desfavorecidos de esta tierra, o podemos mirar para otro lado e ignorar la realidad de las cosas,
negando la luz de la verdad (la Palabra vino a su casa, y su pueblo no la recibio). La primera
opcion seranuestro Nacimiento. El segundo, nuestra muerte, que es nuestra opcion, pero
condena.



El Papa Francisco nos recuerda: “Dios, que nos llama a un compromiso generoso y a darle todo,
nos ofrece la luz y la fuerza necesarias para seguir nuestro camino. En el corazon de este
mundo, el Sefior de la vida, que tanto nos ama, esta siempre presente. No nos abandona, no nos
deja solos, porque se ha unido definitivamente a nuestra tierra, y su amor nos impulsa
constantemente a buscar nuevos caminos. jAlabado sea el! " (LS 245).

Dejemos que la Palabra entre en nuestra historia, nazca en nuestras conciencias, porque
sabemos que, a pesar de todo, las tinieblas no vencen a la luz de la Palabra (Jn 1,5).

CUARTO MISTERIO: LA PRESENTACION
"Cuando lleg6el momento de los ritos de purificacion exigidos por la Ley de Moises, Joséy
Maria lo llevaron a Jerusalen para presentarlo al Sefior, como esta escrito en la Ley del Sefior:"

Todo primogenito varon debe ser consagrado al
Sefior”(Lc 2, 22-23).

"Como esta escrito en la Ley del Sefor".

En la antiguedad el pecado tenia que ver con la ruptura: ruptura de la relacion entre el ser
humano y Dios, entre la criatura y su Creador. Esa ruptura tiene consecuencias cosmicas: se
pierde la armonia de las cosas. Ese es el pecado original, que el Génesis narra con la metafora
de la perdida del paraiso: Dios puso al ser humano en el huerto para que lo cuidara y lo llenara
(Gn 2,15), pero el ser humano desobedecio. Por eso, para nosotros los creyentes cristianos,
recuperar ese vinculo se entiende como una Nueva Alianza, hecha por Jesucristo. Antes de
Jesus, una forma de limpiar los pecados era mediante la purificacion, mediante ritos
establecidos. Por lo tanto, la purificacion limpiodlos pecados, es decir, lo restauro como una
"criatura para su Creador". Consagra, por tanto, devuelve ritualmente a Aquel a quien
perteneces. Purificar y consagrar van de la mano. La consagracion tiene que ver con vivir la
armonia en la creacion y con Dios. La vida de Jesus es un claro ejemplo de consagracion y
purificacion.

El Papa Francisco nos recuerda:

"Jesus vivio en plena armonia con la creacion, y otros se asombraron:" ;Que clase de hombre es
este, que hasta los vientos y el mar le obedecen? " (Mt 8:27). Su apariencia no era la de un
asceta apartado del mundo, ni el de un enemigo de las cosas placenteras de la vida. De si mismo
dijo: “Vino el Hijo del Hombre comiendo y bebiendo y dicen: 'jMira, gloton y borracho!” (Mt
11,19) ... Llama la atencion que la mayor parte de su vida la dedico a esto. Tarea en una vida
sencilla que no despertaba ninguna admiracion: ";No es este el carpintero, el hijo de Maria?"
(Mc 6, 3) (LS 98).



QUINTO MISTERIO: EL ENCUENTRO DE JESUS EN EL TEMPLO

"El nifio Jesus se quedo en Jerusalen, pero sus padres no lo sabian ... Despues de tres dias lo
encontraron en los patios del templo, sentado entre los maestros, escuchando al hombre y
haciendoles preguntas". (Lc2,43-46).

"... Entre los profesores, escuchandolos y haciendoles preguntas".

Jesus se nos muestra como es: verdadero hombre (y verdadero Dios) que necesita aprender,
crecer, madurar y dar muchos frutos. Aprendes escuchando y preguntando a los demas. De
nuevo una relacion: el aprendizaje es una relacion de intercambio de conocimientos,
habilidades, tecnicas, cultura, arte, fe, etc. Requiere sencillez, reconocimiento de quienes somos
con humildad (con los pies en la tierra), sin creernos sabios pero sin pensar que somos inutiles.
Jesus nos muestra el significado de que "la humildad es caminar en la verdad", como diria santa
Teresa de Jesus.

El Papa Francisco tambien nos muestra que necesitamos aprender de los demas para mejorar las
cosas. El mejor ejemplo es el primer capitulo de la carta Laudato Si: el Papa utiliza las ciencias
para comprender el dan o que estamos infligiendo a la Hermana y a la Madre Tierra. No lo
sabemos todo, y las herramientas de la ciencia pueden ser utiles para conseguir un buen
diagnostico y poder actuar con certeza en las mejores decisiones. Negar los datos cientificos que
revelen el estado de las cosas, como por ejemplo el Cambio Climatico, es cerrar la posibilidad
de crecer, madurar y dar buenos frutos en el tiempo.

El Papa tambien nos muestra que la ciencia tiene que dejarse ensefiar y aprender de otras
sabidurias que aporten sentido y direccion al mero conocimiento cientifico, si quiere servir
integralmente al hombre:

“La fragmentacion del conocimiento resulta util para aplicaciones concretas y, sin embargo, a
menudo conduce a una perdida de apreciacion del todo, de las relaciones entre las cosas y del
horizonte mas amplio, que luego se vuelve irrelevante. Este mismo hecho dificulta encontrar
formas adecuadas de resolver los problemas mas complejos del mundo actual, en particular los
relacionados con el medio ambiente y los pobres; estos problemas no pueden abordarse desde
una unica perspectiva o desde un unico conjunto de intereses. Una ciencia que ofreciera
soluciones a los grandes problemas tendria necesariamente que tener en cuenta los datos
generados por otros campos del conocimiento, incluida la filosofia y la etica social ... En la
situacion concreta que enfrentamos, hay una serie de sintomas que apuntan a lo que estamal,
como la degradacion ambiental, la ansiedad, la perdida del proposito de la vida y de la vida
comunitaria

(LS 110).

Seamos, entonces, como Jesus: capaces de escuchar para aprender; pedir crecer; y creciendo,
maduremos para dar buenos frutos en su tiempo (y en el tiempo, para no llegar tarde).



MISTERIOS DOLOROSOS
por Sor Teresa de la Cruz, O.S.C.

PRIMER MISTERIO: LA AGONIA EN EL JARDIN

“La violencia presente en nuestro corazon, herido por el pecado, se refleja tambien en los
sintomas de enfermedad que se manifiestan en el suelo, en el agua, en el aire y en todas las
formas de vida. Por eso la tierra misma, agobiada y asolada, se encuentra entre los mas
abandonados y maltratados de nuestros pobres, ella “gime de angustia” (Rom 8, 22) (LS2).

Jesus carga con todos nuestros pecados, nuestras heridas que sufre por nosotros, amandonos
hasta el punto de sudar sangre en Getsemani: abraza nuestro dolor, nos salva y da la vida por
dejarnos vivir en plenitud. Maria, Madre de la Iglesia, Auxiliadora, estuvo junto a su Hijo en
silencio. Aceptar su ofrenda nos ayuda a vivir en este mundo reconciliados con Dios y siendo
hermanos y hermanas de todos.

SEGUNDO MISTERIO: EL ESCURRIDO EN EL PILAR

“... Olvidamos que nosotros mismos somos tierra (cf. Gn 2,7). Nuestro propio cuerpo
estaconstituido por los elementos del planeta, su aire es el que nos da el aliento y su agua nos
vivifica y restaura ... Dios no so lo le encomendo el mundo al ser humano, sino que su propia
vida es un don que debe ser protegido de diversas formas dedegradacion”. (LS2.5)

Ante el cuerpo maltrecho de Jesus, el Mesias inocente, que se entrega por nuestro amor,
queremos meditar cuanto le ha costado, quéprecio ha querido pagar en su carne y que valor no
tendremos para el. ... Consideremos que toda criatura es preciosa, toda la vida un regalo, que no
se puede maltratar. Pidamos a Maria, Madre y Reina de toda la creacion, que lo acogio en su
seno virginal, que nos ayude a ser defensores de la vida, de la dignidad humana, del respeto a
toda criatura, porque es reflejo del Creador.

TERCER MISTERIO: LA CORONA DE ESPINAS

“... el medio ambiente natural ha sido gravemente dafiado por nuestro comportamiento
irresponsable. El entorno social tambien ha sufrido danos. En ultima instancia, ambos se deben
al mismo mal: la nocion de que no existen verdades indiscutibles que guien nuestras vidas vy,
por tanto, la libertad humana es ilimitada". (LS6)

Contemplando a Jesus coronado de espinas, dejandose encadenar la cabeza, lleno de humillacion e
ignominia, nos reconocemos en tantos momentos en los que hemos abusado de nuestra libertad,
danando con nuestras actitudes la creacion, las relaciones, el medio ambiente. Se ha dejado humillar
asi, aunque de verdad es un Rey, para que al mirarlo no olvidemos que tenemos un Padre, que somos
sus Criaturas, no autorreferenciales, sino dependientes de esto amor que nos ha creado para nuestro
bien. Con la ayuda de Maria, ayuda de los cristianos, queremos aprender cada dia de Su Mano, para
utilizar mejor nuestra libertad para construir un mundo mas humano, ecologico, donde podamos vivir
en paz, ayudando a hacerlo juntos, nuestra casa comun donde verdaderamente podamos cantar como
ella: "Mi alma proclama la grandeza del Sefor ..."



CUARTO MISTERIO: EL LLEVAR LA CRUZ

“El desafio urgente de proteger nuestra casa comun incluye la preocupacion de unir a toda la
familia humana para buscar un desarrollo sostenible e integral, porque sabemos que las cosas
pueden cambiar. El Creador no nos abandona; nunca abandona su plan de amor ni se arrepiente
de habernos creado. La humanidad todavia tiene la capacidad de trabajar unida en la
construccion de nuestra casa comun". (LS 13)

Jesus antes de su muerte, lleva su propia cruz y la nuestra. Lleva todo lo que hemos descuidado,
dejado en el camino, y con infinito amor, encara el Calvario, donde sabe que su obra llegaraa su
fin. De esta manera, tambien se dejara ayudar por el cireneano, en el estardsu Madre, que lo
acompana con la mirada y con paso firme, sufriendo con el, pero fiel y firme. Jesus no nos
abandona, El realiza su obra. Y nos invita a caminar juntos, a poder prolongarlo en nuestro hoy,
a poder seguir construyendo una civilizacion donde reina el amor antes que el odio, el perdon
antes que la ofensa, la paz y la solidaridad ante la destruccion y el egoismo. Maria, Madre y
Reina de la Creacion, hermana nuestra para poder llevar a cabo con ella y como ella este
proyecto comun de amor que su Hijo inicio y llevo a cabo sin desanimarse.

QUINTO MISTERIO: LA CRUCIFIXION

“Estas situaciones han hecho que la hermana tierra, junto con todos los abandonados de nuestro
mundo, griten pidiendo que tomemos otro rumbo. Nunca hemos lastimado y maltratado tanto
nuestra casa comun como lo hemos hecho en los ultimos doscientos afios. Sin embargo, estamos
llamados a ser instrumentos de Dios nuestro Padre, para que nuestro planeta sea lo que el
deseaba cuando lo creo y se corresponda con su proyecto de paz, belleza y plenitud”. (LS 53)

jCuan maravillosa es la certeza de que cada vida humana no esta a la deriva en medio de un
caos desesperado, en un mundo gobernado por pura casualidad o ciclos que se repiten sin fin! ...
Fuimos concebidos en el corazon de Dios, y por eso «cada uno de nosotros es el resultado de un
pensamiento de Dios. Cada uno es querido, cada uno es amado, cada uno es necesario »”. (LS
65)

La muerte de Cristo en la Cruz, acto supremo de amor por nosotros, para salvarnos, tiene
sentido. En El y por El, toda la creacion renace a una nueva vida, y nosotros junto con El.
Pidamos a Maria, auxilio de los cristianos, que se mantuvo firme al pie de la cruz, que fue
siempre fiel a su Hijo, que nos ayude a comprender tanto amor y a correspondernos con nuestra
vida, al servicio de nuestros hermanos, y de nuestra madre tierra, por amor a El.



MISTERIOS GLORIOSOS
por el P. Lluc Torcal O. Cist.

PRIMER MISTERIO: LA RESURRECCION

"Al entrar en la tumba, vieron a un joven vestido con una tunica blanca sentado en el lado
derecho, y se alarmaron." No se alarmen", dijo." Estan buscando a Jesus el Nazareno, que fue
crucificado. jHa resucitado! No esta aqui. Miren el lugar donde lo pusieron"" (Mc 16, 5-6).

Al principio Dios creo la luz la separo de las tinieblas. Pero la oscuridad fue ganando terreno
hasta ese dia, cuando llego6la hora del Sefior, cuando las tinieblas se extendieron por toda la
region hasta media tarde. Dios les habia permitido la ultima victoria. Las tinieblas cegadas con
sus propias tinieblas, no se dieron cuenta de que se tragaron aquella que es la luz verdadera, la
que 1lumina a todos los que vienen al mundo, y asi, enganados, ellos mismos fueron oscurecidos
y engullidos. La oscuridad ya se ha desvanecido y, sin saber cuando ni como, Cristo, volviendo
de entre los muertos, se ha manifestado glorioso a los hombres, como el sol en un dia sereno. Se
nos ha dado el don de la nueva luz, de una luz mejor que la que Dios habia creado al principio y
que era realmente buena: la luz que hace las fiestas en el cielo, la luz que es Dios mismo, la luz
de Cristo!

SEGUNDO MISTERIO: LA ASCENSION

"Jesus dijo a sus apostoles:" Ensefien todo lo que les he mandado. Bauticelos en el nombre del
Padre, y del Hijo, y del Espiritu Santo ... "Entonces ... El subio al cielo cuando finalmente vino
una nube y se lo llevo de nuestra vista y no lo vimos mas". (Mt 28, 18-19; Lc 24, 50-51)

A veces estamos en el cielo, en las grandes nubes blancas que cubren y esconden la tierra, el
mar y todo lo que lo rodea. Esas nubes que, a pesar de esconderse, dejan pasar sin estorbar, sin
resistir, sutilmente, moviendose y aprovechando el espacio que se ofrece a quienes lo
atraviesan. Este es nuestro cielo, el azul con sus nubes blancas. Este fue tambien el cielo que
contemplaron los apostoles y los primeros discipulos del Sefior cuando oyeron esa voz angelical
que los guio a mirar hacia la tierra: hombres galileos, ;por quémiran al cielo? (cf. LS 64)



TERCER MISTERIO: EL DESCENSO DEL ESPIRITU SANTO

"Cuando llegoel dia de Pentecostes, estaban todos juntos en un mismo lugar ... Vieron lo que
parecian ser lenguas de fuego que se separaron y se posaron sobre cada uno de ellos. Todos
fueron llenos del Espiritu Santo". (Hechos 2, 1.3-4)

Pentecostes es el dia de la fiesta de los frutos. Pentecostes es la fiesta de la abundancia. Termina
junto con el tiempo pascual que lo corona: celebramos el don del Espiritu Santo, del Espiritu
prometido que nos llena y lleva a la plenitud del Sefior. El que estaba lleno, porque es Dios, nos
da el don de su plenitud, de su vida, de su amor. Y este don de plenitud es el Espiritu Santo,
Sefor y dador de vida. De la plenitud del Sefior recibimos tambien el don de estar en plenitud y
el don de vivir plenamente. Como nos dice el libro de los Hechos: "Todos fueron llenos del
Espiritu". Don de ser y don de vida.

(cf. LS 80)

CUARTO MISTERIO: LA ASUNCION
"El cuerpo purisimo de la Virgen Maria, preservado y exento de toda la corrupcion del sepulcro
y elevado a tal gloria en el cielo" (Definiendo el Dogma, Papa Pio XII)

Maria, la mujer que trajo al que “se unio a esta tierra cuando fue formado en el seno de Maria”
(cf. LS 238), ahora lleva la misma tierra al misterio de Dios. “En su cuerpo glorificado, junto
con Cristo resucitado, parte de la creacion ha alcanzado la plenitud de su belleza” (LS 241). Ella
atesora toda la vida de Jesus en su corazon: “ahora cuida con afecto maternal y dolor este
mundo herido (...) Ahora se duele por los sufrimientos de los pobres crucificados y por las
criaturas de este mundo arrasadas por el poder humano”. (LS 241)

QUINTO MISTERIO: LA CORONACION
"Apareciouna gran sefial en el cielo: una mujer vestida del sol, con la luna debajo de sus pies 'y
una corona de doce estrellas en su cabeza". (Ap 12, 1)

Maria “vive con Jesus, y todas las criaturas cantan su justicia. Ella es la mujer «vestida de sol,
con la luna debajo de sus pies y una corona de doce estrellas en su cabeza» (Ap 12,1). Llevada
al cielo, es Madre y Reina de toda la creacion (LS 241) El sol, la luna y las estrellas aparecen
junto a Maria como signos de nueva creacion en la que Maria participa plenamente. No somos
parte de la nueva creacion, pero somos parte de la primera, por lo que no podemos olvidarnos
de cuidarla: “nuestros mismos cuerpos estan compuestos por sus elementos, respiramos su aire
y recibimos vida y refrigerio de sus aguas (LS 2).






